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Sample: n=1,000 Voters Nationwide
Thank you for your interest in this research study.  All of your responses will be kept completely confidential and reported only in the aggregate along with other members.  

Overview Series
 AUTONUM  
Are you registered to vote?

1. Yes 
100%
2. No (TERMINATE)

 AUTONUM  
How likely are you to vote in the general elections to be held in November?
1. Definitely 
85%
2. Very likely 
9%
3. Probably 
7%
4. Not very likely  (TERMINATE)

5. Definitely not  (TERMINATE)

 AUTONUM  
Generally speaking, do you think the country is headed in the right direction, or do you think things are off on the wrong track?

1. Right direction
23%
2. Wrong track
77%
Next, you’ll see a list of issues that many people have cited as important - - 

 AUTONUM  
Which ONE issue do you think should be the highest priority for the next president and the U.S. Congress?  (ROTATE LIST)

1. Economy
46%
2. Energy
9%

3. Health care 
12%
4. Education
3%
5. National Security 
12%
6. Illegal immigration 
10%
7. The environment 
3%
8. Other (specify) 
6%
Political Landscape Series
Thinking again about the general elections that will be held in November - - 

 AUTONUM  
How interested are you in the November general elections?

1. Extremely interested
62%
2. Very interested 
26%
3. Somewhat interested 
11%
4. Not very interested 
1%
5. Not at all 
*
 AUTONUM  
If the election for U.S. Congress were held today and you had to make a choice, would you be more likely to vote for the Democrat candidate or the Republican candidate in your district?

1. TOTAL DEMOCRAT 
51%
2. Definitely Democrat candidate 
37%
3. Lean toward Democrat candidate 
14%
4. Undecided 
19%
5. Lean toward Republican candidate 
15%
6. Definitely Republican candidate 
15%
7. TOTAL REPUBLICAN 
30%
Next is a list of names of people you may have seen or read about in the news recently.  For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that person.  If you have never heard of that person or don’t have an impression, just record that.

	
	
	TOTAL

FAV
	Strong

Favorable
	Some

Favorable
	Never

Heard of
	No

Impression
	Some

Unfavorable
	Strong

Unfavorable
	TOTAL

UNFAV

	 AUTONUM  
	John McCain
	48%
	14%
	34%
	1%
	11%
	20%
	21%
	41%

	 AUTONUM  
	Barack Obama
	55%
	29%
	26%
	0%
	6%
	16%
	23%
	39%

	 AUTONUM  
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	18%
	30%
	0%
	5%
	19%
	27%
	46%


As you may be aware, Democrats currently maintain a majority in both the House and Senate - - 
 AUTONUM  
Which of the following comes closest to the partisan makeup of the federal government you would MOST like to see following the November general elections?

1. Republican president (John McCain) with a Democrat-majority 
in the House and Senate 
12%
2. Republican president (John McCain) with a Republican-majority 
in the House and or Senate 
26%
3. Democrat president (Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton) with a 
Democrat-majority in the House and Senate 
54%
4. Democrat president (Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton) with a 
Republican-majority in the House and or Senate 
8%
Doctor Candidates Series
Next you’ll see two pieces of direct mail a congressional candidate might send out to introduce themselves to voters - - 
[INSERT PIECE #1]

 AUTONUM  
After reviewing the mail piece, what, if anything, about this candidate appeals to you and or possibly would persuade you to vote for them?


____________________________________  

[INSERT PIECE #2]

 AUTONUM  
After reviewing the mail piece, what, if anything, about this candidate appeals to you and or possibly would persuade you to vote for them?


____________________________________  

 AUTONUM  
Which of the following occupations or professions – in your mind – BEST prepares and qualifies a person to serve in Congress?  CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY  (ROTATE LIST)
1. Small business owner 
32%
2. Executive of large or Fortune 500 company 
26%
3. Medical doctor 
22%
4. Local elected official (state representative, mayor, 
county commissioner, etc) 
63%
5. Health care (administrator, nurse, etc) 
27%
6. Academic/teacher/professor 
38%
7. Attorney 
35%
8. U.S. military 
36%
9. High tech or science professional 
18%
10. Finance/banking 
33%
11. Other (specify)  
9%
IF “MEDICAL DOCTOR” IN QXX, ASK:
 AUTONUM  
Being as specific as you can, what are the one or two most important reasons you think being a medical doctor best prepares and qualifies a person to serve in Congress?


______________________________________________  

IF “MEDICAL DOCTOR” NOT CHOSEN IN QXX, ASK:

 AUTONUM  
Any specific reason you did NOT choose medical doctor as an occupation that best prepares and qualifies a person to serve in Congress?


_______________________________________________  

CONTINUE WITH ALL RESPONDENTS
Thinking of members of Congress in terms of their professions or occupations prior to being elected to Congress - - 

 AUTONUM  
Using the same list as above, which of these would you like to see more people from being elected to Congress?  PLEASE CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY  (ROTATE LIST)
1. Small business owner 
42%
2. Executive of large or Fortune 500 company 
23%
3. Medical doctor 
26%
4. State or local elected official (state representative, mayor, 
county commissioner, secretary of state, etc) 
47%
5. Health care (administrator, nurse, etc) 
33%
6. Academic/teacher/professor 
47%
7. Attorney 
25%
8. U.S. military 
39%
9. High tech or science professional 
25%
10. Finance/banking 
33%
11. Other (specify) 
7%
 AUTONUM  
Which, if any, of the following do you think would do the MOST to change Congress for the better?  PLEASE CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY  (ROTATE LIST)
1. Elect more women 
39%
2. Elect more medical doctors 
17%
3. Elect more minorities 
31%
4. Elect more small business owners 
43%
5. Elect more teachers 
39%
6. Other (specify)   
16%
IF “MEDICAL DOCTOR” CHOSEN IN QXX, ASK:

 AUTONUM  
Being as specific as you can, what are the one or two most important reasons you think electing more medical doctors would change Congress for the better?


___________________________________________   

CONTINUE WITH ALL RESPONDENTS

Let’s assume that all you knew about a particular congressional candidate in your district or state was that he or she is a medical doctor - - 
 AUTONUM  
Which of the following comes closest to describing the likely impact knowing he or she is a medical doctor would have on your view of them?  (ROTATE LIST)

1. Generally positive 
10%
2. Interested in hearing views on health care 
16%
3. No impact at all 
15%
4. Interested in hearing views on non-health care related issues 
13%
5. Generally negative 
3%
6. Interested in hearing why they’re running and potentially 
leaving the profession 
21%
7. Interested in hearing how they think being a medical doctor 
prepares them to serve 
22%
8. Other (specify)  
1%
We all have expectations or presumptions of candidates based on their biographical details.  For example, a candidate who is a small business owner might want voters to draw from their bio that they have a handle on improving the economy due to their small business background.  

Still thinking about a doctor running for Congress - - 

 AUTONUM  
Which ONE of the following comes closest to describing your likely expectation or presumption of a congressional candidate who is a medical doctor?  (ROTATE LIST)
1. They have a good sense of how to make our overall health 
care system work better for more people 
14%
2. No reason to think they have the experience needed to deal 
with non-health care related issues like taxes, national security, 

and education 
35%
3. Because of their education, they’d be able to study and understand 
complex and diverse issues that cover the range of issues 
Congress faces 
11%
4. They have a skewed view of our health care system 
6%
5. Doctors, like any service profession, face pressures like 
employees, customers, taxes, etc that enables them to address 
a wide range of issues 
14%
6. They’re skilled at making sound decisions at critical times
7%
7. They’re good at dealing with people and telling them what they 
need to know versus just what they want to hear 
5%
8. Doctors are wealthy and as a result can’t appreciate the financial 
burdens most people face 
6%
9. Other (specify) 
2%
Below is a list of characteristics that come with being an elected officeholder - - 

For each one, please indicate how well you think it would apply, generally, to a medical doctor serving as an elected officeholder.  (ROTATE LIST)

	
	
	Definitely

Would apply
	Probably

Would apply
	Possibly

Would apply
	Would not

Apply

	 AUTONUM  
	Represent the values, interests, and beliefs of constituents
	24%
	33%
	33%
	11%

	 AUTONUM  
	Ability to effectively research complex issues
	36%
	39%
	20%
	5%

	 AUTONUM  
	Make hard decisions and do the right thing versus just what’s popular or easy
	32%
	33%
	29%
	7%

	 AUTONUM  
	Ability to listen to constituents’ problems and struggles
	33%
	34%
	28%
	6%

	 AUTONUM  
	Make sound decisions in stressful situations
	42%
	37%
	17%
	4%

	 AUTONUM  
	Avoid the undue influence of special interests
	20%
	26%
	33%
	22%

	 AUTONUM  
	Manage the rough nature of politics
	19%
	27%
	38%
	16%


Using the same list as above - - 

Not specific to medical doctors, but just generally for elected officeholders . . . how important is it to you that your elected officeholders posses these characteristics.  For each one, please indicate the importance you place on it.  (ROTATE LIST)

	
	
	Extremely

Important
	Very

Important
	Somewhat

Important
	Not very

Important

	 AUTONUM  
	Represent the values, interests, and beliefs of constituents
	67%
	25%
	7%
	1%

	 AUTONUM  
	Ability to effectively research complex issues
	57%
	34%
	9%
	1%

	 AUTONUM  
	Make hard decisions and do the right thing versus just what’s popular or easy
	73%
	24%
	3%
	1%

	 AUTONUM  
	Ability to listen to constituents’ problems and struggles
	63%
	31%
	5%
	1%

	 AUTONUM  
	Make sound decisions in stressful situations
	68%
	27%
	5%
	1%

	 AUTONUM  
	Avoid the undue influence of special interests
	72%
	22%
	6%
	1%

	 AUTONUM  
	Manage the rough nature of politics
	49%
	38%
	12%
	2%


 AUTONUM  
Are there any medical specialties or types of doctors that you think would make a candidate more qualified or more appealing for election to Congress?

________________________________________  

 AUTONUM  
Can you name any medical doctors who have been elected to Congress?


________________________________________  

Now, thinking a little more broadly about our health care system in the U.S. - - 
 AUTONUM  
Which of the following comes closest to your view of the U.S. health care system?  ROTATE

1. In state of crisis 
32%
2. Facing major problems 
54%
3. Facing minor problems 
11%
4. Isn’t facing any problems 
1%
5. Other (specify)  
3%
 AUTONUM  
Which of the following approaches would be your preference in providing health care in the U.S.?  ROTATE

1. Replacing the current health care system with a new 
government-run health care system 
55%
2. Maintaining the current system based mostly on 
employer-provided and private health insurance 
45%
Demographics

 AUTONUM  
Gender
1. Male 
49%
2. Female 
51%
 AUTONUM  
What was your age as of your last birthday?

1. 18 to 24 
6%
2. 25 to 34 
18%
3. 35 to 44 
15%
4. 45 to 54 
20%
5. 55 to 64 
21%
6. 65+ 
21%
 AUTONUM  
What is the last grade of formal education that you completed?

1. High school graduate or less 
12%
2. Some college 
28%
3. Vocational training/2-year college 
10%
4. College graduate 
29%
5. Post graduate 
22%
6. Refused 
*
 AUTONUM  
What is your annual household income?
1. Less than $10,000 
4%
2. Between $10,000 and $20,000 
10%
3. Between $20,000 and $40,000 
19%
4. Between $40,000 and $50,000 
13%
5. Between $50,000 and $75,000 
17%
6. Between $75,000 and $100,000 
10%
7. More than $100,000 
12%
8. Refused 
4%
 AUTONUM  
Which political party do you MOST identify with?

1. TOTAL DEMOCRAT 
49%
2. Strongly Democrat 
23%
3. Mostly Democrat 
26%
4. Independent 
21%
5. Mostly Republican 
22%
6. Strongly Republican 
9%
7. TOTAL REPUBLICAN 
31%
 AUTONUM  
Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be . . . 


ROTATE

1. TOTAL LIBERAL 
22%
2. Very liberal 
8%
3. Somewhat liberal 
14%
4. Moderate 
44%
5. Somewhat conservative 
25%
6. Very conservative 
8%
7. TOTAL CONSERVATIVE 
33%
 AUTONUM  
What is your race?

1. African-American 
11%
2. Hispanic 
8%
3. White 
78%
4. Asian 
1%
5. Other (specify) 
1%  

 AUTONUM  
REGION OF THE COUNTRY
1. South 
35%
2. Northeast 
20%
3. Midwest 
21%
4. West 
24%
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